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By MEGAN OSBORNE
THE PARTHENONPhysical Plant workers are still working to complete re-pairs to damage caused by the freezing temperatures of the polar vortex Jan. 6-8, while dealing with current wintery weather and regularly sched-uled projects.The polar conditions that plagued the area in the last week of winter break caused se-vere damage in the John Deaver Drinko Library, Jenkins Hall, the Science Building and Gullickson 
Hall. The damages included fro-zen sprinkler lines, burst water lines and frozen heating coils.  Mark Cutlip, director of the Physical Plant for the past eight years, said there was no way he and his staff could have prepared for the damage the single-digit temperatures yielded. “I’ve never seen equipment that was running freeze,” Cutlip said.The cost of the damage is estimated to be over $100,000 including the cost of hiring four 
outside vendors to help with repairs.Remaining repairs will not be complete until after spring break, even with extra hours put in on nights and weekends. Dale Osburn, assistant direc-tor of the Physical Plant, said he hasn’t seen anything like this in his 35 years of working for the plant. “It’s hard to be prepared for something that has never hap-pened,” he said.In preparation for these kinds of events, Cutlip and Osburn 
watch the weather closely to determine what needs to be done to get the campus ready for students and faculty. They said it is normally as simple as clearing and salting the nine miles of campus sidewalks.Starting Jan, 6, Physical Plant employees walked through all campus buildings to turn on boilers and shut off water to prevent any further freezing. Five of the employees stayed overnight. Repairs to all serious dam-ages began Wednesday, Jan. 8. 
The major damages to heating, ceilings and sprinkler lines in Drinko, Gullickson and Jenkins were complete before the uni-versity opened for students. Repairs to the science build-ing are not yet complete and include 15,000 square feet of 
floor and ceiling repair on the 
first and second floor of the annex. Cutlip and Osburn said that many workers stayed on cam-pus for 30 hours or more to ensure the school was ready to open for students. They are 
very proud of the hard work put in by all of their employees.“We are extremely proud of our staff,” Osburn said. “They are very dedicated to the university and it takes the dedication and hard work of the staff to keep everything up and running for students and faculty.”Cutlip said these events will help the Physical Plant to be better prepared in the future. 
Megan Osborne can be 
contacted at osborne115@
marshall.edu.
Campus remains damaged after polar vortex
By KYLEE McMULLEN
THE PARTHENONMarshall University’s Ameri-can Red Cross Club provided students with an opportunity to donate blood Wednesday in the Don Morris room of the Me-morial Student Center.Donations were made from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and exceeded their initial goal of 50 donors.
Allyson Carr, public relations chair of the Red Cross Club, said that the most important thing to remember about giving blood is that one donation can save up to three lives. “The more people that come donate, the more lives we save,” Carr said. The club encourages stu-dents to continue to donate 
because there’s always a need for blood.Jennifer Plymale, vice presi-dent of the Red Cross Club, worried the inclement weather conditions along with the two-hour delay would affect donor turn out. However, the club estimated close to 60 donors before the drive ended. Ashlyn Hinshaw, senior 
forensic chemistry major from Fishers, Ind. says that she gives blood because it’s an easy way to help save lives.“It only takes 30 minutes,” Hinshaw said. “It can really make a difference and save someone’s life.”
Kylee McMullen can be 
contacted at mcmullen11@
marshall.edu.
By FRANCES LAZELL
THE PARTHENONIn the Center for African American Students, students and faculty’s signatures cover the chalkboard wall facing the center’s glass door. The new addition to the of-
fice is part of Maurice Cooley’s, the new vice president of in-tercultural affairs, initiative to make students feel more at home while at Marshall University.The idea of the chalkboard wall came after Cooley visited the International Café in Old Main. “When we came back that summer we took down our wooden door and put up a glass door so everyone could see in,” Cooley said.  “When students and non-students come to visit with us we ask them to sign the chalkboard because they are part of the family.”Jonathan Austin, the gradu-ate student for the Center for African American Students, 
said Cooley makes it a prior-ity to interact with students and faculty. He met Cooley as a freshman and considers Cooley to be his mentor.“Mr. Cooley is a very friendly, warm, hands-on person,” Aus-tin said.  “A lot of students love 
to come to his office to talk to him. Not just on a professional level, but on a personal level.”Prior to Cooley’s work in the Center for African American Students, he spent many years working in the mental health 
field. Cooley said his work in the 
mental health field prepared him for the 11 years he worked as the director of the African American Services at Marshall.“My role as an administrator here at the university was pri-marily geared toward nurturing student success,” Cooley said. “What I had learned before was directly linked to that because it allowed me to understand behav-ior and conduct and patterns.”He said that academic suc-cess is a combination of 
personal success as well as in class success and mentors need to feel comfortable hav-ing personal conversations with students. Denise Hogsett, director of Career Services, has worked with Cooley since she was hired seven years ago.Hogestt said Cooley will do an exceptional job as the new vice president of intercultural affairs.“He has great planning and organizational skills,” Hogsett said.  “He really thinks through how things will work best for students with diversity in mind.” 
The Office of Multicultural Affairs assumed the new name of Intercultural Affairs on Friday. The university changed the name from Multicultural Af-fairs to Intercultural Affairs to increase the focus on the emer-gence of all students together.
Frances Lazell can be con-
tacted at lazell2@marshall.
edu.
New Intercultural Affairs VP  Cooley gets to work
Giving from the heart
Students, faculty donate blood during Red Cross drive
By LARA SEDLOCK
THE PARTHENONThe communication disorders program at Marshall University is partnering with INTO Marshall for another semester of helping in-ternational students work on their English proficiency.  INTO MU is a program that offers international students the opportunity to improve their English skills for academic, per-sonal or professional use. Loukia Dixon, an as-sistant professor of the communication disorders program, explained the program works with the INTO MU students on ac-cent modification. The students register for this class as an elec-tive and they work with them throughout the se-mester as partners and talk to one another on campus to give them more opportunities to speak English rather than being restricted to a classroom setting. “Having an opportu-nity to help international students with accent modification is one of the big focuses of what we have to offer,” Dixon said. Kaylee Jo Porter, junior communication disor-ders major from Akron, Ohio, is looking forward to working with the INTO MU students this semester.  “It is going to be a great learning experience,” Por-ter said. “It is going to be very helpful with seeing what I might expect in the future as a speech pa-thologist. I hope to be able to help the student better understand our culture and how we use language, but I also hope to learn a lot about their culture and language as well.”Last fall was the first semester that this type of program was offered at Marshall and it has re-sulted in great success. The program is aiding 15 students this spring semester.
Lara Sedlock can be 
contacted at Sedlock2@
live.marshall.edu.
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proficiency
(ABOVE) Brianna Talbot, freshman 
nursing student from Hurricane, 
lies down as Red Cross workers 
collect blood during the blood 
drive Tuesday in the Don 
Morris Room of the Memorial 
Student Center.
ANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON
PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS
C  M  Y  K   50 INCH
2
THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2014  MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM| |
page designed and edited by TAYLOR STUCK | stuck7@marshall.edu
See PROWL| Page  5
By CHAZZ THOMAS
THE PARTHENONMarshall University’s Hous-ing and Residence Life began the search for new resident advisors and academic men-tors with several information sessions located in the Ed Grose Room of Harless Dining Hall and in Towers West.In order to apply, both posi-tions require students to be a 
sophomore in good academic standing. Applicant applying for the resident advisor posi-tion must maintain a 2.3 GPA while those considering the academic mentoring position need to have a 3.0 GPA. The deadline for all applications is Feb. 14. The application must in-clude a resume and a cover letter. Resume and cover letter 
writing workshops will be at 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Feb. 4 and 5 for those needing assistance.Resident advisors and aca-demic mentors do receive special benefits once hired. Both get free room and board as well as a stipend. Resident advisors also receive a free meal plan.The selection process 
for each position is done through interviews. Appli-cants should be prepared for group interviews as well as an individual interview. Amy Lorenz, the assis-tant director of housing and residence life, encourages students to apply for both positions but says the ideal skills for each are different. “In residence advisors we 
look for all majors in gen-eral,” Lorenz said. “They also need to be relatable because they will work with a num-ber of people. And of course they need to have good crisis management skills because that’s the type of thing they’ll be dealing with.” When it come to academic mentors, she says they are looking for students with 
good one-on-one skills be-cause they will be working in more individual tutoring type situations. She also said academic success will play a large part in the selection process for either posi-tion.  
Chazz Thomas can be 
contacted at thomas448@
marshall.edu.
Housing and Residence Life looking for new RAs
The Marshall Visual Arts building, located in downtown Huntington, is set to open August 2014.
By JESSICA STARKEY
THE PARTHENONThe new home of the  Mar-shall University School of Art and Design will bring in an estimated 300 students and faculty downtown this fall. Marshall’s Visual Arts Cen-ter located on Third Avenue in downtown Huntington is predicated to open by Au-gust 2014. The dean of the College of Arts and Media, Don Van Horn, said the students and faculty in visual arts are anx-ious for the new building to open. “They are really getting ex-cited and that’s a wonderful thing to see,” Van Horn said.  The art department is cur-rently working on moving 
to the new building, which will take place this summer. The faculty is preparing to set up their new studios and move all supplies. Final completion of the building is expected to be around June 1, 2014.Van Horn said the new 
facility will be significant to local businesses in the downtown area.“I think the presence of the building will make a big difference,” he said. “We are directing anywhere from 300 to 400 more people downtown. There will be a lot more students passing by all of the businesses.” Businesses downtown are excited for the incoming stu-dents, and some are already 
planning to prepare for a busy lunch hour.  General Manager of res-taurant Max and Ermas, Robert McCleery, said the 
new building will benefit the downtown area.“It will add about 15 per-cent to our lunchtimes,” McCleery said. “Anything coming to the downtown area is good, as long as it’s not another restaurant.”He also said they will be working on quick service to accommodate with the in-coming crowd.“Lunchtime is about get-ting people in and out. We have to make sure we’ll have enough staff to do that,” he said. “It’s all about prepa-ration, we track business 
trends to staff appropriately.” Assistant General Man-ager at Uno’s Pizzeria and Grill, Dustin Huffman, said they are preparing in a simi-lar way.“With all new employees and students downtown it 
will definitely change lunch business,” he said. “We will 
obviously move staffing up. It might be tough to judge at 
first, but after a while we’ll get used to it.”  These local businesses are embracing the future lift in business and many stores are offering discounts to students when they present their Marshall ID. 
Jessica Starkey can be 
contacted at starkey33@
marshall.edu.
New Visual Arts Center connects 
Marshall students to downtown
By KRISTA SHIFFLETT
THE PARTHENONPeople Reaching Out With Love, a religious group on campus, is sponsoring a Life Purpose Forum, which will meet at 8 p.m. every Monday at in the Newman Center.The Rev. Dana Sutton works for PROWL and said they hope to give students the chance to hear from lots of different peo-ple and have them come away with a better sense of how edu-cation can help shape who they want to become. “There are students who 
struggle trying to figure out what they want to do with their life, so we are trying to give people a better sense of direc-tion,” Sutton said.The forum will have speakers from various academic disci-plines and different religious traditions who will share ideas of what their discipline or tradi-tion says about the purpose of life, along with some ways that has shaped their own sense of purpose.   “We wanted to do it both from an academic perspective but also a religious perspec-tive,” Sutton said. The director of the Hunting-ton Museum of Art is scheduled to speak one week along with a Rabbi, an employee for the American Foundation for the Blind and a friend of Suttons who practices Islam. The forum gives people a chance to come and get some guidance and ask ques-tions. PROWL has never done 
Forum 
helps 
students 
find 
purpose
By JASON FELCH
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)President Barack Obama vowed Wednesday to combat sexual assault on college cam-puses, telling the estimated one 
in five women who are raped in college, “I have your back.”Flanked by senior members of his Cabinet at a White House news conference, Obama signed a presidential memo-randum establishing a task force to recommend policy changes within 90 days to pro-tect college students, especially women, from sexual assault.Obama credited an “inspiring wave of student-led activism” that has cast a spotlight on the issue over the past year. He vowed to make the issue a pri-ority and called on men to get 
involved in the fight and “sum-mon the bravery to stand up.”A report released Wednesday by the White House Council on Women and Girls found that 22 million women and girls in the United States have been sexu-ally assaulted, most of them by men they know. Only 12 per-cent of college students who are assaulted report the attacks to police, the report says.
The report identifies college as a particularly risky place for women and says campus rap-ists are often repeat offenders. The president called on college presidents across the country to do more to prevent assaults.The U.S. Department of Edu-
cation has seen a significant 
spike in complaints filed by students across the country in 
Obama 
urges strong 
stand 
against 
college 
sexual 
assaults
House Majority Leader Eric Cantor speaks at a pro-life rally on the 
anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision that legalized 
abortion Wednesday  in Washington, DC.
Olivier Douliery | Abaca Press | MCT
By DAVID LIGHTMAN
MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON 
BUREAU (MCT)Republicans on Wednes-day began a crucial 10-day period of plotting the party’s future and trying to heal nasty disputes that threaten the prospects for winning big in November.Republican National Com-mittee members will meet through Friday in Washing-ton, 10 months after a party study group urged more in-clusiveness and tolerance. Next Tuesday, Republicans will deliver a nationally tele-vised response to President Barack Obama’s State of the Union address. Then Repub-lican members of Congress will head to Cambridge, Md., for a three-day retreat.Republican leaders hope to emerge with a strong, 
unified, easy-to-understand agenda for boosting the economy. The party needs a net gain of six Senate seats in November’s elections, which polls suggest is within reach, to win control from the Dem-ocrats. The GOP also has a good chance of retaining its sizable majority in the House of Representatives.The prospects for gains are tempered by long-simmering fissures between the par-ty’s ultraconservative wing and its more establishment branch, divisions that are deepening and could weaken the party heading into the 2016 election for control of the White House.“We’re really going to have an internal struggle in the Republican Party,” said Rep. Raul Labrador, R-Idaho.Whether these 10 days end 
with momentum or chaos might largely depend on how the following questions are answered:—How much do Repub-licans stress Obamacare? Party officials find opposi-tion to the Affordable Care Act to be a strong fundrais-ing tool as well as a proven crowd motivator. Tuesday, the RNC sent reporters a “re-search briefing” listing what it called Obama’s broken health-care promises.Opposition, though, can turn to obsession, and many people want to talk about alternatives, not just finger-point. House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, pledged that proposals are coming, for “a plan that will actually reduce costs for the Ameri-can people and make health insurance more accessible.”
—How influential are ul-traconservative groups? Polls show the tea party movement’s influence wan-ing. Hard-line conservatives lost Republican congres-sional special elections in Alabama and Louisiana in November.Still, groups such as the Senate Conservatives Fund and the Club for Growth are well-funded and retain strong constituencies, par-ticularly in Southern states. They’re backing challengers to incumbent Republican senators and congressmen in Mississippi, Kentucky, Idaho and elsewhere. Tuesday, Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, will give a Tea Party Express response to the State of the Union, an alternative to the official Republican response.
GOP meeting to chart a 
course for 2014 elections
See OBAMA| Page  5
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By BRAXTON CRISP
THE PARTHENONMarshall University Thun-dering Herd men’s basketball is on the road once again for two more Conference USA battles. Thursday it will travel to Texas to face the Rice Owls and Sat-urday it will challenge C-USA newcomer the Louisiana Tech Bulldogs.  The Herd has fallen on tough times recently, starting the con-
ference schedule 0-4 for the first time since the 2004-05 season.Head Coach Tom Herrion said that while Rice has been in C-USA since before Mar-shall joined the league, both locations are unfamiliar to the current Herd roster.“None of these guys have played at Rice,” Herrion said. “Most time you would have a guy or two to reference who have played in the building, so it’s really a new entity for all of our guys whether it be a team in our league from before or a new team like Louisiana Tech.”As for the actual game play, Herrion said Rice and Louisi-ana Tech will attack the Herd in drastically different ways.
“With Rice, you’re going to see a deliberate, patient, me-dium to slow paced team, who executes really well in the half court,” Herrion said. “With Louisiana Tech, they are re-ally athletic. They press, run, create tempo and create pos-sessions. So they’re almost polar opposites.”Herrion said the Herd can’t let the losses get the team’s en-thusiasm down.
“We’re all frustrated and disappointed with the results we’ve had. We want to win games and that has to start Thursday night.”Marshall sophomore for-ward TyQuane Goard said if the Herd can get one win, it could turn the season around.“I feel like once we get one win, this team will roll,” Goard said. 
On top of different play-ing styles, Rice and Louisiana Tech measure up differently in terms of statistics. Rice averages just 64.2 points per game, while Louisiana Tech averages 84.5 points per game. Rice is 5-12 overall and 0-4 in C-USA, while Louisiana Tech is 15-4 on the season. 
Braxton Crisp can be con-
tacted at crisp23@marshall.
edu.
By DEREK MAY
THE PARTHENONWith less than a month 
before its first game, the Marshall University Baseball Team is in full swing prepar-ing for the upcoming season.
The first game could not come soon enough for Caleb Ross.Ross, who went to West Virginia University for his freshman year, transferred to Marshall before his soph-omore season.  Due to the NCAA’s transfer rules, Ross was ineligible to play in the 2013 season and was only able to participate in practices and workouts.“West Virginia felt like the right place at the time,” Ross said.  “I really liked it up there and it was a good offer, but it ended up just not being the 
right fit for me”.In his one season at WVU, 
he made five starts with a 0-2 record, and appeared in 12 games for the Mountaineers.As a standout pitcher at Ca-bell Midland High School, Ross recorded a remarkable 26-2 record in three seasons for the Knights along with many other individual accolades.  “When I get out there, I’m sure the nerves will be there, but I’ll just be excited for the opportunity to be back,” Ross said. “As for being back in Huntington, I think it’ll make being back out there that much sweeter”.Marshall’s head coach, Jeff Waggoner, is excited to see what Ross can bring to the table come conference time.
“He has a fastball that reaches high 80’s to low 90’s,” Waggoner said. “But his sec-ondary pitches is what gives him an advantage.  He has a good slider that I think will help him especially against opposing left-handed hitters”.Waggoner said it is a little too early to see where Ross 
will best fit with the pitching staff but he hopes that by con-ference play they will have a good idea on where his abili-ties can best be used. Whether that be as a starter or as a re-liever role on the team.“I feel I would best be used as a long relief or late innings guy,” Ross said.  “But I will do whatever role the team needs me to do to help us win.”The baseball team starts its season Feb. 14 in Winston-Salem, N.C., at Wake Forest for a weekend tournament.  The 
team’s first opponent will be Georgetown, followed by a game against Towson, and two games against Wake Forest.
Derek May can be 
contacted at may125@mar-
shall.edu.
Baseball transfer 
brings local talent 
back to Herd
CALEB ROSS
COURTESY OF MARSHALL ATHLETICS
Senior captain Jeremy Rogers follows through after a shot during a fall tournament in 2013. 
Herd men’s golf 
enters spring with 
high expectations
By SARAH CONNERS
THE PARTHENONThe Marshall University men’s golf team has high expectations for the spring 2014 season.  The team is led by Coach Matt Grobe and As-sistant Coach Pat Carter. Grobe’s took over coaching in June, replacing Coach Joe Feaganes, who was with the Marshall Golf Program for 40 years.  Grobe played golf for the Herd from 1993-1995 and was a three time letterman.  After graduat-ing from Marshall in 1995 he continued his golf career at Sleepy Hollow Golf Club in Hurricane, W.Va. and then relocated to the Las Vegas area. Carter is returning for his 13th year with the men’s golf team. He is a Marshall graduate and was a member of the Thundering Herd golf team from 1986 to 1990. He also received All- South-ern Conference honors in 1990.
Last season, the team received it’s first team win since 2000 at Bowling Green State Univer-sity. At the Patriot Intercollegiate in Lorton, Va. , the team had another win and also an individual win from freshman Clark Robinson.  The men’s golf team has a full schedule head of them this spring.  In March, they are set to play tournaments in Davidson, Pinehurst and Green-ville N.C. In April they will co-host the Greenbrier Invitational with Bowling Green State University in White Sulpher Spring, W.Va.  They will end their season at the Conference USA Champion-ship in Texarkana, Ark. Team captain Jeremy Rogers, a senior from Bu-
channon W.Va., said he wants to finish strong and 
have a good spring. “We had a pretty good spring last year and had a pretty good fall and we are just trying to build on top of that,” Rogers said.Rogers said Will Evans and Clark Robinson, this season’s incoming freshmen, have made positive impacts on the team. “We actually only have two freshman this year,” Rogers said. “We also have a lot of returning play-ers but the freshman have stepped up to help out and they have also made us step up and make our game as well better. “ Jacob Miller, a junior from Pataskala, Ohio, who is recently coming off of an injury, has high hopes for himself and the team at the Conference USA Championship this year.“We did good last year,” Miller said. “But I think we have a good chance to win at conference this year. We just need to get lot of momentum going into it.“Junior Tas Sipowski from Jupiter, Fla., is fo-cused on wins this season and hopes for the team to make it to regionals.
“We definitely need a team win and a indi-vidual win and to compete to win at conference,” Sipowski said. ”It would be great and that’s re-ally what we are looking for.  That’s what’s going to get us to regionals and that’s what we need to do. “The team will travel to Davidson N.C, March 3, 
for the Davidson College Invitational for its first match of the spring season. 
Sarah Conners can be contacted at Con-
ners2@marshall.edu.
Herd Men to hit the road at Rice, Louisiana Tech
Seahawks’ Richard Sherman says he isn’t a thug
By TOM ROCK
NEWSDAY (MCT)Of all the words and criti-cisms and caricatures that have been hurled at Richard Sher-man in the last several days, the one that stings him the most is this:Thug.That’s the label some have 
affixed to the Seahawks cor-nerback since his postgame performance on Sunday. He angrily shouted down 49ers receiver Michael Crabtree mo-ments after Sherman batted away a pass in the end zone that led to an interception that sent Seattle to the Super Bowl.“The only reason it both-ers me is because it seems 
like it’s the accepted way of calling somebody the n-word nowadays,” Sherman said. “Ev-erybody else says the n-word and then they say ‘thug’ and 
they say, ‘Oh, that’s fine.’ That takes me aback. It’s kind of disappointing, because they know.”Sherman said he’s been pleased with the support he’s received since his rant hit the mediasphere and he’s been trending on nearly every social network and television sta-tion for the last several days. He received a show of support from Hank Aaron on Twitter on Tuesday. And Sherman said he has heard from friends and family with whom he hasn’t 
been in contact for some time.But the racial tone of the criticism, he said, has been dis-tressing. “We’re talking about football,” he said, “and some people took it way beyond football.”Sherman is particularly sensitive to those kinds of taunts and terms because of his background. He grew up in a gang-riddled Los Angeles neighborhood before graduat-ing and attending one of the nation’s top scholastic colleges.“I’ve fought that my whole life coming from where I come from,” he said. “You hear Comp-ton, you hear Watts, you hear things like that, you just think ‘thug.’ He’s a gangster. He’s this, 
that and the other. And then you hear ‘Stanford’ and they’re like, ‘That doesn’t make sense, 
that’s an oxymoron.’ You fight it for so long. To have it come back up and people start to use it again, it’s frustrating.”Sherman’s teammates stood by him. Quarterback Russell Wilson said Sherman has “tre-mendous character” and said the short viral clip of him “is not how he is day in and day out.”Sherman apologized Monday for overshadowing the team’s win, but not for his actions. Asked Wednesday if he re-gretted the choke sign he gave 
HERDZONE.COM 
The Herd men’s team during a timeout during a recent game at the Cam Henderson Center. 
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EDITORIAL
Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at 
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.
YOU CAN BE HERD
The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published 
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and 
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news 
and editorial content.
CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT
COLUMN
NATIONAL EDITORIAL
Please keep letters to the edi-tor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as an attach-ment. Longer letters may be used as guest columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest col-umn status will not be given at the author’s request. All letters must be signed and include an address or phone number for 
confirmation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libelous statements, available space or factual errors. Compelling 
letters  that are posted on The Parthenon website, www.mar-shallparthenon.com, can be printed at the discretion of the editors.
The opinions expressed in 
the columns and letters do 
not necessarily represent the 
views of The Parthenon staff.Please send news releases to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please keep in mind, letters are printed based on timeliness, news-worthiness and space.
GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Online Polls
Who will win Album of the Year at 
this year’s Grammy Awards?
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MCT CAMPUS
Olympics threats should not be ignored
The 2014 Winter Olympics is quickly approaching. As the torch makes its way to Sochi, Russia, controversy and uncer-tainty seem to follow.  
When it was first announced that the games would be in Russia, there was out-cry among gay rights supporters calling for a boycott of the Olympics in protest of Russia’s new child protection law, passed in June.
The amendment sets fines for provid-ing information about homosexuality to anyone under 18.  Russian President Vladimir Putin has since insisted that Russia’s ban on gay “propaganda” poses “no danger” to ho-mosexual competitors and spectators.However, competitors and spectators might still be concerned about their safety. Security concerns have been raised following two bombing last month in Vol-gograd that killed 34 people. 
A video surfaced online Sunday in which a Chechen separatist commander claimed responsibility for the attack on Volgograd and promised “a present from us for the Muslim blood that’s been spilled” at the games.
Meanwhile, Russian security officers continue the search for at least two “black widow” suicide bombers whom they sus-
pect are planning to attack the final stages of the torch relay. A “black widow” is a slang term for women seeking to avenge the deaths of their militant husbands.Then Wednesday, the U.S. Olympic Committee and several other countries including Germany, Italy and Hungary re-ceived emails regarding security threats at the games.There was disagreement as to the cred-ibility of the email early on, with NBC News reporting that the emails were threats.
It was later determined by the IOC and the Sochi organizing committee that the emails were a hoax.  Hoax or not, these threats need to be taken seriously. Putin said Russia has a “perfect under-standing” of the threats and how to stop them, and pledged that visitors to Sochi will be safe.  Some U.S. lawmakers, however, are not so sure. The U.S. plans to have two war-ships in the nearby Black Sea in case Americans need to evacuate en masse.The Olympic rings represent the unity 
of the five continents. Athletes prepare their whole lives to compete in this com-petition.  These threats add tension and fear to something that is supposed to cre-ate unity in a broken world.These threats also show just how bro-ken this world is and how far we are from being united. 
By CATHY YOUNG
NEWSDAY (MCT)“A Woman’s Nation Pushes Back from the Brink,” the new release from the Shriver Report initiative led by journalist and author (and John F. Kennedy grandniece) Maria Shriver, ar-rived earlier this month with a splash of publicity.Shriver presented the report to President Barack Obama; the president’s erstwhile rival and possible successor, former Sec-retary of State Hillary Clinton, is among its contributors. But what is the product behind the fanfare? The report, produced with a leading liberal think tank, the Center for American Progress, aims at a discussion of the challenges facing Ameri-can women. Unfortunately, it misses the mark again and again.The report’s most promoted feature is a short piece by singer Beyonce Knowles titled “Gender Equality Is a Myth!” It focuses on the fact that Ameri-can women still earn 77 cents to a man’s dollar. There is an irre-sistible irony in this complaint coming from a woman who is one of the world’s highest-paid entertainers. The piece shows no awareness that the pay gap is a result of many factors, in-cluding women’s family-related personal choices. Instead, it is treated as a simple injustice, and both women and men are urged to demand that women be “granted equal pay and equal respect.”The report’s article on the gender wage gap by Maya Har-ris, a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, is an extended variation on the same argument.Clinton’s essay starts with the declaration that “women are not victims” (so far, so good), stresses the importance of the 
fight for women’s rights world-wide, and acknowledges the strides American women have made in the workplace. But it also includes a particularly bizarre example of how Amer-ica supposedly shortchanges women: the fact that women in 
the United States have a lower life expectancy than in other industrial nations. How is this a women’s issue when American 
men, on average, die five years earlier than women?This startling omission is typical of the report’s atti-tude toward half of the U.S. population. There is extensive discussion of women and pov-erty — but not of the fact that, according to education, health and criminal justice statistics, low-income men are far less likely to complete high school or college and far more likely to end up in prison or dead.There are a couple of wel-come exceptions to this one-sidedness. The report’s main chapter on children and marriage, which emphasizes better opportunities for single mothers, is accompanied by a response from Brookings In-stitution scholar Ron Haskins, who cautions not to give up on the two-parent family as the best environment for children.The essay “What About the Fathers?” by public policy ex-pert Kathryn Edin challenges the view of low-income unwed fathers as feckless deadbeats, arguing that they are often un-willingly pushed out of their children’s lives.Sadly, this is followed by a misinformation-laden chap-ter on male violence toward women, which repeats the in-accurate claim that domestic violence is the leading cause of injury to American women (in fact, according to the Centers for Disease Control, it lags far behind accidental falls and car accidents).
In the end, the flaw is in the report’s premise of “a wom-an’s nation.” Women’s lives, for the most part, are inextri-cably linked to men’s — and male problems in the work-force, education and family life should be vital national con-cerns. If the Democratic Party establishment embraces this female-centric view of Amer-ica, we’re in for another cycle of partisan politics made more toxic by gender politics.
Report misses mark 
on women’s issues
THE KANSAS CITY STAR (MCT)While overall enrollment in the in-surance marketplaces designed under the Affordable Care Act was vigorous in December, more young and healthy con-sumers are needed to make the complex math of the health reform law add up.About 2.2 million Americans have now enrolled in health coverage through the new insurance exchanges. That’s a wel-come number, considering the badly bungled rollout of HealthCare.gov, the online federal marketplace. The website is working much more smoothly now for enrollees, although a couple of the state-based sites still have issues.But more than half of the enrollees so far are in the 45- to-64-year-old age 
bracket. That group racks up higher medical costs than the 18- to 34-year-old demographic, which accounts for only about a fourth of the enrollment so far. Insurers say they need to have younger consumers in the pool to hold down the costs of policies.The shortage so far of the “young healthies,” as they are called, isn’t neces-sarily a cause for panic. It makes sense that older people who depend on medi-
cal care would be the first to sign up. But more youthful consumers are needed be-fore this year’s open enrollment period ends March 31.Foes of “Obamacare” have targeted young people with unhelpful messages, urging them not to sign up for insurance 
and pay a fine instead.Talk about bad advice.
Many young consumers will find they are eligible for subsidies, enabling them to buy insurance at surprisingly low rates. Those who choose to opt out will be sub-ject to a tax penalty, and they’ll receive nothing for it. What they will receive is the full bill for any routine or emergency medical expense they may accrue. And a one-time trip to the emergency room — for a sprained ankle, say — can run into thousands of dollars.Considerable confusion continues to swirl around the health care law. Health and community groups should step up ef-forts to educate people, especially young consumers, about the exchanges.
Yes, 20-somethings need health insurance
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anything like this before and Sutton said they are looking forward to taking things to a new level.“It is a big change for us and for the students involved in PROWL,” Sut-ton said. “We have dealt with these type of ques-tions but just as a small 
group essentially, we have never just opened it up this broadly to all sorts of disci-plines before.”The first speaker will be Robin O’Keefe, a biology professor at Marshall. The Life Purpose Forum will continue every week until April 21 in the Newman Center.
Krista Shifflett can be 
contacted at shifflett7@
marshall.edu.
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recent years.In California, stu-dents have filed federal complaints against the University of Southern Cal-ifornia, Occidental College and the University of Cali-fornia, Berkeley, alleging the schools had discour-aged victims from reporting their assaults and had bun-gled investigations.State auditors launched a review of four campuses: San Diego State University, Cal State Chico, UCLA and Berkeley.Amid the scrutiny, evi-dence has mounted that the colleges have failed to comply with federal laws that require impartial in-vestigations of sex assault allegations and accurate reporting to the federal government.Last fall, USC and 
Occidental acknowledged that they had failed to report dozens of sexual assaults in their annual crime reports in 2010 and 2011. In September, Occi-dental reached a monetary settlement with at least 10 women who were part of the federal complaint.In December, a Los An-geles Times review found an additional two dozen or more sexual assaults that Occidental has failed to re-port, a likely violation of federal reporting laws.Similar stories have surfaced about campuses across the country as stu-dents and their supporters use federal laws to hold ad-ministrators to account.The task force Obama launched Wednesday ap-pears to target those concerns, calling on fed-eral agencies to coordinate their response to the grow-ing complaints.
quarterback Colin Kaepernick after the game-deciding play, Sherman showed no remorse.“It’s Reggie Miller,” he said. “These are rivalries, right?”While Sherman expressed his disappoint-ment in the backlash, he also had some fun with it. Asked about being cast as the villains in the Super Bowl against Saint Peyton, Sherman laughed.“That’s hilarious,” he said. “Anytime you label Russell Wilson a villain, that’s gotta be a joke!”And he pointed to the brawl in the NHL that took place just north of 
Seattle in Vancouver over the weekend.“There was a hockey game where they didn’t even play hockey,” he said. “I saw that and I was like, ‘Oh man, and I’m the thug?’ “Sherman in-sists he’s not any of the things he has been negatively de-scribed as in the last several days.“I know some thugs and they know I’m the farthest thing from a thug,” he said. “If I had gotten arrested 10 times or committed all these crimes 
or got suspended for fighting 
off the field and done all that, then I would accept being a villain. But I’ve done nothing villainous. I don’t think I’m a villain.”So what is he?“I’m just a very rude foot-ball player from time to time.”
By ANITA KUMAR
MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON 
BUREAU (MCT)President Barack Obama's response to the international uproar over the nation's sur-veillance programs is leaving Americans with more questions than answers.Where will millions of phone records be stored? What pro-tections will foreigners have? Which secret documents will be 
declassified?In what was designed to be his 
defining speech on the issue last Friday, Obama announced few 
specifics."For every answer he gave, there are several new questions about how he plans to implement these changes," said Elizabeth Goitein, a co-director of the Bren-nan Center for Justice's Liberty and National Security Program. "Ultimately, the full effect of these reforms remains to be seen."Obama directed Attorney General Eric Holder and James Clapper, the director of national intelligence, to decide how to proceed on at least a half-dozen sticky issues. He'll solicit the ad-vice of a divided Congress, where support for changes in the Na-tional Security Agency doesn't fall strictly along party lines. And he ordered up additional studies."The president was stronger on principle than prescription," said Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn. "The president's reform 
blueprint, while bold and coura-
geous, is a first step, leaving a lot of work to be done."Obama did announce some changes: Reining in the conten-tious phone-collection program by requiring court approval each time the data is examined and bar-ring the government from storing the information, halting spying on dozens of foreign leaders and appointing a team of advocates to sometimes appear before the nation's secret surveillance court, which now hears arguments only from the government.But he stopped short of the sweeping restrictions that civil liberty advocates had been lobbying for and the ringing endorsement that intelligence of-
ficials had hoped for to validate their work.In some instances, Obama clearly tried to strike a balance between protecting Americans from terrorism and addressing the concerns about privacy. But in other instances, he just didn't decide.The president was still grap-pling with one of the biggest issues _ who should store the phone records _ late Thursday night before his speech Friday morning at the Justice Depart-ment, according to a senior 
administration official who's familiar with Obama's thinking but isn't authorized to speak publicly. Instead of making a decision, the president asked 
Holder to devise a possible plan before the secret court is due to reauthorize the program March 28.
James Pfiffner, a public pol-icy professor at George Mason University who studies the pres-idency, said Obama hadn't shied from stating his opinion on some issues _ illegal immigration, gun control and climate change, for example _ but that the president 
was conflicted on NSA programs because he thought both sides had merit and almost anything he did would anger one side or the other.
Pfiffner said Obama's deci-sion to seek additional studies and congressional input took the focus off him and delayed 
touchy issues, perhaps benefi-cial to a president who's seen his approval ratings plunge af-ter a slew of political calamities, including a chaotic start to his health care law and a question-
able response to the conflict in Syria.
"Obama is in a difficult situ-ation," he said. "He's been very careful. He's not willing to do very much. Putting the issue off is politically understandable."James Lewis, a former State Department employee who now heads the Strategic Tech-nologies Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said changing compli-cated surveillance programs always takes time.
Obama's speech on surveillance 
has people scratching their heads
RANIER JENSEN| DPA | ZUMA PRESS | MCT
UN Secretary General Ban-Ki Moon takes part in the Syria peace conference in Montreux, Switzerland, Wednesday. 
By PATRICK J. McDONNELL
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)The government of Syrian President Bashar Assad and its opponents traded verbal barbs Wednesday as a long-awaited Syrian peace conference opened in this Swiss lakeside city un-der the auspices of the United Nations.Representatives of more than 30 nations gathered at the glitzy resort town along Lake Geneva in the most ambitious interna-tional effort yet to end an almost 
3-year-old conflict that has cost tens of thousands of lives, forced millions from their homes and sown instability throughout the Middle East.As a brilliant morning sun glistened on snow-capped Al-pine peaks, delegates embarked on a lengthy round of speeches that served to highlight the deep divisions inherent in the Syrian crisis _ and the many barriers 
to crafting a cease-fire and po-litical solution. Bitter exchanges soon emerged from the antago-
nistic camps, a direct reflection 
of the fierce hostilities fueling the Syrian war.The opposing sides in the 
conflict openly assailed the mo-tivations of their adversaries. The Syrian government repre-sentative depicted its enemies 
as traitors and foreign-backed provocateurs, while the Syr-ian opposition delegate labeled Assad _ who was not present here _ a war criminal who must cede power.U.S. Secretary of State John F. Kerry reiterated the Obama administration's position that Assad is obliged to step down as part of any transitional Syr-ian administration that emerges from the nascent peace process."There is no way, no way pos-sible, that a man who has led a brutal response to his own people can regain legitimacy to govern," Kerry said.But the Syrian foreign min-ister, Walid Moallem, declared that no one had the right to "withdraw the legitimacy" of the government in Damascus except the people of Syria.He accused some nations present at the conference of fo-menting terrorism inside Syria and having "Syrian blood on their hands," a clear reference to Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the United States and other nations that have supported the armed opposition.Moallem also derided exiled opposition leaders "living in 
five-star hotels" while "our peo-ple were being slaughtered."Syria's top diplomat also had 
a testy exchange with U.N. Sec-retary-General Ban Ki-moon, who sought to cut off Moallem 
after the Syrian official exceeded a 10-minute limit on speakers."You live in New York, I live in Syria," Moallem chided Ban. "I have the right to give the Syrian version here in this forum."The Syrian opposition repre-sentative, Ahmad Jabra, accused the government of spreading terrorism in the country. Jabra represents the U.S.-backed Syr-ian National Coalition, which has limited support on the ground inside Syria.The opposition leader in-voked comparisons to Nazi atrocities during World War II while referring to recently published photos of detainees allegedly tortured and mur-dered in Syrian custody. The Syrian government has dis-puted the authenticity of the images.Syrian government and op-position leaders are scheduled to meet face to face when the conference resumes Friday in Geneva. Wednesday's session was designed largely as a cer-emonial forum for speeches. However, the often-polemical tone of the day's oratory under-
scored the difficult path to any form of reconciliation.
Russian Foreign Minister Ser-gei Lavrov conceded that the talks "will not be simple, will not be quick," but labeled the occasion "a historic responsibil-ity." He called on foreign powers not to "meddle" in Syria's inter-
nal affairs _ though the conflict in Syria is widely viewed as a proxy war involving external powers, with Russia and Iran backing Assad and the United States and its allies supporting the opposition.Washington and Moscow were key players in putting together the Syrian peace con-ference. Before the conference convened, the U.N. withdrew an invitation to Iran amid intense U.S. pressure.In his address, Ban chided the Syrian government, suggest-
ing that the conflict could have been avoided if citizens' early demands for change had been heeded."If the government leaders had listened more attentively and humbly to the concerns expressed by the people, this conference might not have been necessary," the U.N. chief said. "The disaster is now all encompassing."Still, Ban called the confer-ence, some eight months in the making, a moment "of fragile but real hope."
Syria peace talks open with bitter rhetoric
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By CARY DARLING
FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM (MCT)Vanessa Hudgens is running away from her G-rated, “High School Musical” past so quickly she might have Usain Bolt asking “What’s the hurry?”But the problem with speed is that you always don’t look where you’re going.That’s how, if you’re Hudgens, you’ll ended up in steampunk dreck like Zack Snyder’s “Sucker Punch” and Harmony Korine’s deliriously enjoyable girls-gone-bad shindig, “Spring Breakers.”Now she lands in “Gimme Shelter,” where she still gets to play a wild child — this time a tattooed and pierced preg-nant 16-year-old runaway with a violent prostitute mom — but it’s in the context of a more family-friendly, afterschool special-style cautionary tale. As a vehicle for the young actress, “Gimme Shelter” works; she is by far the best thing about it.Based loosely on the work of Kathy Di-
fiore, a New Jersey woman who opened her door to homeless pregnant teens and founded the Several Sources Shelter, the 
film offers little deviation from where a movie like this might be expected to go. Agnes, aka Apple (Hudgens), is a sullen, angry teenager who escapes from her psychotic mother (Rosario Dawson) and 
finds herself on the streets in search of her birth father (Brendan Fraser). He’s a successful Wall Street exec with a huge house, a couple of well-scrubbed kids, and a pinched, uptight wife (Stephanie Szostak) who’s not in the mood to be step-mother to a child from her husband’s past — especially one who is soon to be a mom herself.
Apple is taken to a clinic to deal with her situation — though the word “abor-tion” is never uttered — but she has second thoughts about the procedure and runs away again. This time, she ends 
up crossing paths with a priest (James 
Earl Jones) and then Difiore (Ann Dowd, 
who was so wonderful in the 2012 film “Compliance”).
Hudgens captures both the defiance and fear of a girl at this life crossroads. Her performance elevates what’s often a trite and heavy-handed script. There are a couple of noteworthy scenes, as when Apple and other residents of the shel-
ter break into the office and read what’s 
in their files. It’s revealing and touching without being histrionic.Dawson, on the other hand, comes across like something out of a horror movie, a screaming banshee of a junkie straight out of central casting. Plus, the option that’s offered Apple at the end is not something that would be available to most in her position so it feels like a bit of a cheat, even if it did happen in real life.Writer / director Ron Krauss clearly has good intentions. He spent a year at 
Difiore’s shelter doing research and origi-nally had planned to make a documentary 
about Difiore and her mission. Then he changed his mind and decided to distill what he’d seen into a drama.
That’s too bad. Seeing how Difiore actu-ally works with and inspires these young women — and how her Catholicism shapes her outlook — might have been 
more involving than this fictionalized hard-luck story.But for Hudgens, she chose well this time.
SUNDANCE REVIEW
Hudgens best thing about 'Gimme Shelter'
3 STARS
CAST: Vanessa 
Hudgens, Rosario 
Dawson, James Earl 
Jones, Ann Dowd, 
Brendan Fraser
RUNNING TIME: 100 
minutes
Written and 
directed by Ron 
Krauss
'GIMME SHELTER'
Vanessa Hudgens stars as Agnes "Apple" Bailey in 
the feature film "Gimme Shelter." 
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By GREG KOT
CHICAGO TRIBUNE (MCT)Dance music has never been a particular favorite at the Grammy Awards. For decades, even as electronic music sold millions of albums around the world, it was virtually ignored by the music industry’s most prestigious awards show.
But at the 56th annual Grammys on Jan. 26, one of the cornerstone dance duos of the past two decades — Daft Punk — is up for four awards, including album and record of the year, and will be performing on the national TV broadcast with Stevie Wonder.Daft Punk founders Thomas Bangalter and Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo have been working together since the ‘90s, and the French duo’s fourth studio album, “Random Access Memories” (Columbia), produced one of the year’s signature songs, “Get Lucky,” which sold more than 3 million copies in the U.S. The track encapsulates the way the album (and the duo itself) bridges generations of dance music, with rhythm guitar from disco-era maven Nile Rodgers of Chic and vocals 
from Pharrell Williams, whose songs have defined the past decade of rhythm-intensive pop.The album brims with cameos, like an aural history of Daft Punk’s 
influences and contemporaries, from studio drummer extraordi-
naire John JR Robinson to Animal Collective’s Panda Bear. In “Giorgio by Moroder,” the famed disco producer offers a two-minute monologue describing how he stumbled upon “a sound of the future,” and then the music 
flows across several genres, from fusion jazz to classical, fed by a dance 
pulse. In many ways the album serves as a 74-minute soundtrack for dance music’s evolution, from underground pariah to mainstream force.While that history was being forged, the Grammys rarely paid at-tention. Only one dance music album has ever won a Grammy album 
of the year: the soundtrack for “Saturday Night Fever” in 1979 (and, no, Frank Sinatra’s 1960 top-album winner, “Come Dance With Me!” doesn’t count).
Daft Punk also had been flirting with mainstream acceptance since the ‘90s but was primarily a club phenomenon until a 2006 appear-ance at the Coachella festival in California, in which Bangalter and Homem-Christo donned robot helmets and orchestrated their slam-ming feel-good hooks from inside a neon, three-dimensional pyramid.That proved a turning point for live electronic music in America, to the point where it’s now a major industry. Corporate professionals in 
suits rather than local promoters handing out fliers now run the busi-ness, and massive dance festivals such as the Electric Daisy Carnival routinely draw hundreds of thousands of fans for weekends in Las Vegas, Chicago and London. Monolithic concert promoter Live Na-
tion recently partnered with Insomniac, which promotes 
Electric Daisy, to stage events. DJs such as Skrillex, Deadmau5, Kaskade and Avicii play stadiums and amphitheaters in most major North American markets.The Grammys are trying to play catch-up. Two years ago, Deadmau5, aka 
Toronto DJ Joel Zimmerman, per-formed in his trademark mouse mask on the prime-time broad-cast, and last year Skrillex won two 
awards. In his acceptance remarks, he kept it succinct: “Thanks for let-ting us do it the weird way.”This year, the nominees for best dance/electronica album include Disclosure, Calvin Harris, Kaskade, Pretty Lights and Daft Punk, but it’s Daft Punk’s emergence in the big cat-egories (“Random Access Memories” for album of the year and “Get Lucky” for record of the year) that’s potentially the biggest development.
If nothing else, it’s worth rooting for the mystery men in Daft Punk to win one of the top prizes, if only to see how they handle their acceptance speech. The notoriously interview-shy duo have hidden their public identity behind helmets and other costum-ing for more than a decade. But if they win, it may be harder than ever for the reclusive pair to pre-serve their anonymity.
Will Daft Punk teach Grammys how to dance? TODAY IN THE LIFE!
LIONEL HAHN | ABACA PRESS | MCT
EDITOR'S PICKS
56TH GRAMMY AWARDS 
PREDICTIONS
ALBUM OF THE YEAR
Who will win: "The Heist" Macklemore 
& Ryan Lewis
Who should win: "The Heist" Mackl-
emore & Ryan Lewis
RECORD OF THE YEAR
Who will win: "Royals" Lorde 
Who should win: "Get Lucky" Daft Punk
SONG OF THE YEAR
Who will win: "Same Love" Macklemore 
& Ryan Lewis
Who should win: "Same Love" Mackl-
emore & Ryan Lewis
BEST NEW ARTIST
Who will win: "The Heist" Macklemore 
& Ryan Lewis
Who should win: "The Heist" Mackl-
emore & Ryan Lewis
BEST POP VOCAL ALBUM
Who will win: "The 20/20 Experience" 
Justin Timberlake
Who should win: "The 20/20 Experi-
ence" Justin Timberlake or "Pure Heroine" 
Lorde
BEST RAP ALBUM
Who will win: "Nothing was the Same" 
Drake
Who should win: "Yeezus" Kanye West
BEST ALTERNATIVE ALBUM
Who will win: "Hesitation Marks" Nine 
Inch Nails
Who should win: "Hesitation Marks" 
Nine Inch Nails
